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AQUARIUM FISH 

INDUSTRY 

A CASE OF AFRICA 

 



2    Overview of the African Industry 

üThe bulk of ornamental fish traded internationally are freshwater in 
origin and farm-bred  

 
üMarine fish export is catching pace as hobbyists are more and more 

moving towards keeping reef tanks. 
 
üIn Africa,  marine ornamental fish and invertebrates are mainly wild-

caught using non-harmful traditional hand-net collecting methods. 
 
ü The trade in Africa is growing: currently our share in international 

trade is estimated at around 5% with Kenya being the largest 
exporting country of marine life 
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KENYA 
W H E R E  W E  A R E  

Fastest growing 

ornamental industry 

in Africa 

 

 

300,000+ 

Fish & invertebrates  

Collected annually 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Most collected fish are from the families: 

Wrasses, Angels, Gobies, Blennys, Scorpion 

fishes, tang fishes and clown fishes  
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V Locally wild caught marine species 
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